
Blue House won this years’ House
Trophy, breaking the record of four
consecutive years of glory of the Red
House!

The sports day took place on the 22nd

of January, at the National Coaching
Centre. Students had been training
for it since October, under the

guidance of the Department of
Physical Education Head, Ms Nazma
Azhar and her collegues Mr Ahmed
Wali, Ms Koshela Kumar, Ms Shazia
Rashid, Mr Mohammad Rashid and
Mr Hanif Yousuf.

The opening ceremony of the games
commenced with a walkpast
comprising all the contestants and
teachers. After which, the previous
year’s Athlete of the Year, Suniya
Jawaid, took an oath of good
sportsmanship on behalf of the school
and Noor Amir Virani lit the torch.
This was followed by a display by
the Taekwondo team and a
performance by our very own junior
cheerleading squad.

Helping Hands
C.A.S. and AMTI
Sabeen Rizvi, 11 B

During our internship at the Al-
Mehrab Tibbi Imdad (AMTI) Cancer
Hospice located off Shahra-e-Faisal
(opposite FTC building), Rashida
Rangoonwala and I recognized both
a problem and an opportunity.

Run by Ms Majida Rizvi (retired,
judge, Sindh High Court), Ms Amtul
Rauf (Oofi) Khan, and their dedicated
colleagues, the objective of the
hospice is to provide a comfortable
resting place for terminally-ill cancer
patients, free of cost.

When we interned at AMTI we were
impressed by the clean and
comfortable environment. We were
also impressed by the funds that were
generated each month to provide a
caring atmosphere for the very poor
during the last days of their lives.

However, AMTI could not afford to

pay for the patients transport, to and
from the hospice to other medical
facilities for chemotherapy, and did
not have a vehicle of its own. So, the
two of us drafted a proposal for
Mr Sami Mustafa, suggesting that we
hold a bake sale and use the funds to
purchase a rickshaw for the patients
of the hospice. Within a week,
Mr Mustafa was able to get a new
ambulance, along with a driver, for
AMTI. This was possible, thanks to
a generous donation by Mr Shan
Ashary who has supported us in many
our projects.

I suppose one doesn’t always have
to wait for good things to happen!
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Goethe-Institut’s
German
language course
for the C.A.S.
teachers

Annual Sports Day 2011

Ms Maha Bolbolan and Ms Wafa
Hussain, teachers at the C.A.S. School
are attending a 7-month crash course
in the German language at the
Goethe-Institut, Karachi. German is
taught at the C.A.S. from classes 7
to 9. From the next academic year,
German will be introduced in
Class 6.

We are grateful to the Goethe-Institut,
Karachi, for offering this special
course as part of PASCH (Partner
School Exchange Programme), which
is an effort to introduce the German
language to students attending
Pakistani schools.

We hope to see many such
collaborations between the C.A.S.
School and the Goethe-Institut.

Rowing regatta
results

Neemtree School of Music
and the C.A.S. School

Class 11 went to Lahore from 21st to 24th Dec

Mariam is back!
Mariam Rehman was greeted with
open arms when she walked into the
school on the 8th of February! The
morning assembly was very
emotional for everyone as friends
gave speeches welcoming her back.
Ms Rizwana Rehman, her mother and
a faculty member at the C.A.S. also
joined her daughter and was definitely
the happiest amongst everyone there
to see Mariam in school! Though she
is not joining us full time yet, we
hope to see her in class soon!
(Mariam and Ms Rizwana Rehman had a serious
car accident last October. They are both on their
way to complete recovery.)

Students of KG 1 (Kindergarten
Section) have been attending The
Neemtree School of Music as part
of their curriculum every Thursday.
Here they are divided into small
groups and particpate in many
music-based activities. They
experience music and learn to play
different instruments. They learn
about movement, songs,
instruments, rhythm, beat and
different sounds.

Their exposure to music has been
an added dimension to their learning
process. We hope that when they
go to KG 2 next year, they will
continue to be exposed to music and
to playing different instruments.

The rowing regatta, which was held
from the 6th  to the 9th of January at
the Karachi Boat Club, included 350
participants from over 16 schools.
Forty-five students from the C.A.S.
School between the ages of 12-16
years participated in the regatta. We
achieved second place in the Junior
Girl’s category and came third
overall!

Meanwhile, from 31st January to 9th
February, Manal Kamran and Malika
Niazi represented Pakistan in the
ARAE (The Amateur Rowing
Association of the East) which was
held in Bolgoda, Sri Lanka.

contd on p 2
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Language
workshop for
the Express
Tribune
Our English teacher, Ms Farhat
Farooqui, was invited by the
newspaper ‘Express Tribune’ to
conduct a workshop on editing as part
of the training segment of their newly
employed sub-editors.

The workshop was held on the 5th of
February and lasted a little over an
hour. The session included a
PowerPoint presentation, lessons on
grammar and punctuation as well as
written practice work.

C.A.S. assists
the Lodhran
School Project
In order to improve teaching
standards in the schools of Lodhran
(Punjab) the C.A.S. School is
assisting in the training of teachers
in the 84 government schools
managed by the Tareen Education
Foundation (TEF) and Bookgroup.
This partnership between the C.A.S.,
BG and TEF is a pioneering effort at
reforming government schools.

Six teachers from Lodhran visited
The C.A.S. (13 to 19 Feb). The
second batch of teachers from 23rd
February to 2nd March. Training
sessions were conducted at the KG
section in which the teachers were
given information about interactive
teaching, class management, learning
from play, dealing with discipline
issues and how a modern learning
culture may be implemented in their
own schools in Lodhran.

They danced the flamenco with
ardour. The uplifting beats, rhythmic
moves and enchanting dramatizations
made the performance simply
dazzling.
On the 4th of February, the students

of classes 7, 8 and 9 celebrated the
Spanish Day: taking to the stage with
their colourful costumes and striking
talent, they mesmerized the audience.

However, the perfection of the

contd on p 5

Sasha Haseeb, 10 A

Viva España!

contd on p 2

Ashhad Ahmed Qureshi, 10 A

Ms Beatriz Franco
Ms Beatriz Franco is a trained dance instructor from
Mexico City, Mexico. She is a visiting faculty at the
C.A.S. School, who teaches ballet to students of
Class 2. She has also helped in making the Spanish
Day at the C.A.S. (4th February), and the German
Day (4th March) such colourful events.

She also teaches at the Neemtree School of Music
and at ACT One Dance Studio.

contd on p 4
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As part of the segment on sound in
their science course, the students of
Class 4 visited The Neemtree School
of Music to experience the magic of
music and to learn how sound works.

The students had a session with
Mr Faisal Gill, the music instructor.
They learned about the ways
instruments create sound. They also
had a session where the instructors
played music for them. The students
also happily participated in this
jamming session with their own string
instruments that they had made earlier
in school! It was an informative trip
that added some melody to learning
the theory of sound!

Class 4 visits the
Neemtree School of
Music

They won gold in doubles, and bronze
in fours. They competed against
people up to 36 years of age, and
managed to beat them. The first lady
of Sri Lanka, Shiranthi Rajapaksa,
awarded them with their trophies.

Rowing regatta results

The members of the Circle of Care
attended an event held by the
NOWPDP at the Marriot on the 3rd
of December, which is ‘International
Day of Persons with Disabilities’. The
NOWPDP (Network of Organisations
Working for People with Disabilities
in Pakistan) is a non-government
organization which aims to improve
the quality of life of people with
disabilities of any kind.
The programme included lectures,
speeches, slide shows and video clips
along with an interactive discussion
with knowledgeable professionals
who specialized in working with
people living with disabilities. Among
them, was our very own Ms Aysha
Jamall, Head of the Learning Skills
Department and faculty advisor to the

Circle of Care. Her lecture encouraged
the audience to have compassion (not
sympathy) towards, and recognize the
strength within people with learning
difficulties, so that they could find a
positive place in society and live a
fuller life. Learning difficulty is a part
of the person, not the person himself
or herself, and awareness of this fact
allows the breakdown of social
barriers.
All the members of the Circle of Care
also delivered short speeches on how
they tried to create a more considerate
environment in their school.
The opportunity to speak about an
important cause put the team in high
spirits and was a tremendously
satisfying experience.

The ‘Merchant of Venice’ was brought
to the 21st century when students of
Class 8 were given the opportunity to
present their own versions of a scene
from the Shakespearean play in their
English Literature class.

According to Ms Sarwat Baig, the
Class 8 English Literature teacher, it
was an exercise which encouraged
students to be creative in writing a
modern ‘Merchant of Venice’, using
everyday language. Students wrote
their scripts, arranged the music and
made props in only two days.

The skits were successfully presented
on the 28th of January. Most of the

skits were humorous as they brought
iPhones and Blackberry phones into
the 16th century trading port of
Venice.  Students were dressed as
Jewish moneylenders and Christian
merchants, some even wearing T-shirts
saying ‘I love Portia!’ Some groups
made Bassanio fail the casket test,
and Portia remained single for the rest
of her life. Others changed the name
of the characters:  Portia became
Pistachia, Bassanio became Bob and
Nerissa became Naruto.

We really enjoyed the opportunity to
act out these skits and hopefully
earned good marks!

Bilal Hashmi,  8 A

On  the 1st of February, Class 8
students Shahzaib Azam Akhtar,
Mustafa Quadir and I, accompanied
by our teachers Ms Nida Rizvi and
Mr Akthar Mirza, represented the
C.A.S. School at a seminar of the
Children’s Museum for Peace and
Human Rights. The seminar was
organized by the Human Rights
Education Programme (HREP) and
held at the Goethe-Institut. The
programme included a lecture on
advertisements, several presentations
on consumerism and a documentary
on how much consumerism there is
globally. After this, representatives
of different schools had to create an
advertisement and present it.

The programme started with the
introduction of a guest speaker, Mr
Amir Mirza, who spoke about the
tactics advertisements use to control
our minds, and how we should be
wary of them. Then there was a
documentary called ‘What is Stuff?’,
which depicted the prevalence of
consumerism in society and how it
affects the social and industrial
environment.

During lunch, we prepared an
advertisement.  It was about a boy,
without any friends, who bought and
ate a burger called ‘D-Burger’ which
made him instantly popular. Mustafa
played this role superbly.

All of us thoroughly enjoyed the
seminar. We learned that
advertisements are basically a
psychological trick used to lure us in
to buying certain products. While
watching advertisements, we don’t
realize whether we really need the
item or not, but only focus on
possessing it.  We learned about
‘Planned Obsolescence’ which means
that products are designed with a
limited useful life so that we buy the
product again.  I hope that we can
attend more seminars like this as they
teach us to think critically.

Students of Class 11 taking the
Seminar on Cultural Anthropology
went on a research trip to Thar from
the 9th to the 12th of February.

Twenty students were accompanied
by faculty members, Ms Farhat
Farooqui, Mr Azmat Pasha,
Mr Rahim Khan, Mr Abdul Sattar,
Ms Hira Jeddy and Ms Batul Tunio.
They visited Mithi, Nagarpakar,
Umerkot and other small villages.

They were well received by their
guides, the generous people of TRDP
(Thardeep Rural Development
Programme), especially Mr Dilip and
Mr Luxman, who arranged
informative and scenic tours.

The team had a great adventure, road
tripping and trekking in the dusty,
enchanting terrain of interior Sindh.

The best moments of the trip were:
listening to the rapturous voice of a
blind folk singer named Mohammad
Yousef, sitting under the shade of a
tree in the courtyard of a temple;
climbing up the steps of the Rajput
Fortress to see the night view of
Umerkot; spotting wild peacocks and
walking the path besides a lake from
the ruins of an ancient mosque to the
ruins of a Jain temple.

The students and teachers were all
great sports and managed to charm,
and enamoured by everyone they
came across.

Four days and over two thousand
pictures later, the team returned with
fond memories of the lessons learned
under desert skies.

Study trip to Thar

Ustad Zafar Ali Khan, an
accomplished ustad, singer and
musician, taught the Seminar on
Sindhi Culture at the C.A.S. He
was an inspiration to those who
had the privilage of learning from
him. He passed away suddenly on
the 3rd of January, 2011.

We will miss Ustad Zafar Ali Khan
very much. May his soul rest in
peace, and may his family find the
strength to bear this loss.

HREP’s conference
about consumerism
confusion

Viva España contd from p 1

performances could not have been
achieved without endless practice by
the students and the determined
choreographers who made the show
a success. The choreographers were
Mr Hasan Danish, of Act One (a
dance studio in Karachi), and his
colleague, the talented Ms Beatriz
Franco, a visiting dance instructor
from Mexico.

The programme kicked off at 5.15 in
the evening and included
presentations on famous Spanish
personalities such as Pablo Picasso,
Miguel Cervantes, Placido Domingo
and Francesco de Goya.  The catchy
songs, ‘Guantanamera’ and the
‘Macarena’ were also sung to get the
crowd in a lively mood.

The most powerful performance in
the show was the Flamenco
dramatization of the haunting
Mexican folktale, La Llorona, which
was choreographed by Mr Hasan
Danish and Ms Beatriz Franco. It was
a stunning performance with powerful
emotions and beautiful movements
portrayed by Suhaira Moinuddin and
Chaudry Konain Niaz of Class 8.

The programme was topped off by
an energetic dance by student

performers in eye-catching gold and
orange football costumes, dancing to
Shakira’s Waka Waka.

The audience gave the performance
a standing ovation while the dancers
screamed, Viva España!

The show was followed by a treat of
tantalizing Spanish foods and
desserts, all generously prepared by
Father Luis Pajuelo, the Spanish
teacher at the C.A.S.

A lot of people helped make the
Spanish Day a success, including the
teachers and volunteer students who
worked backstage helping in the
coordination.

A special thanks goes out to our
Foreign Language Programme
Coordinator, Ms Shahida Hashmi,
who was the key organiser of the
event.

Thanks also to our Spanish teacher,
Father Luis Pajuelo and dance
instructors Ms Beatriz Franco and
Mr Hasan Danish, and most
importantly a big thank you to the
students who performed and
presented, for their hard work in
making this a memorable evening!

Editorial Board
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Our stars
Our congratulations to Manal
Kamran, 10 C (right) and Malika
Niazi, 9 A (left) for participating in
the ARAE Rowing Regatta held in
Bolgoda, Sri Lanka and for winning
Gold and Bronze medals. They have
made us proud.

We hope that Manal and Malika
continue with their passion to excel
in competitive rowing. We also hope
that other students participating in
the Rowing Module will be
encouraged by the success of Manal
and Malika and bring glory to the
school.

NOWPDP celebrates our differences
Fatima Baloch, 9 A & Fatima Habib, 9 C

Merchant of Venice: revisited
Shahzaib Azam, 8 A

Obituary



Ms Saadat Shirwani, the school librarian, has
been working at the C.A.S. for fourteen years.
Neemtree interviewed her to find out about the
functions of our school library.

What are students supposed to do
in the library period?
Students may pick from a variety of
novels, magazines, newspaper articles
and even school publications.
Students can also use the time
researching for project work.
However, many students waste this
period by chatting and gossiping until
they see me approaching. At this point
they quickly lift the first book that is
in front of them and pretend to read.
At least this is what I have noticed.
Some students try to spend the library
period trying to amuse me with sweet-
talk or jokes, hoping they can get
away with not having to read.

Why do senior classes have library
periods at all?
We believe that it is important for
students of all classes to be

encouraged to read.

How do you encourage older
students to read books with
substance?
When students reach the senior level
they are very busy studying for their
exams so they don’t give much time
to reading. We have interactive ways
to encourage students to read when
they are at the junior level. However,
once they reach the senior level we
no longer have reading activities that
might interest them. Unfortunately,
at this stage only students who love
books take time out to read. The
students who aren’t interested read
magazines and the newspaper, but
we’re okay with that. As long as they
are taking time out to read.

How do you encourage young
students to develop a liking for
reading?
At an early age, many students have
already developed a liking for reading
through activities like the Reading
Bingo which they took part in at the
junior level. For those who haven’t
developed that habit, we select books
for them according to their interests,
taste and age. We recommend books
which we think they might enjoy.

What do you do when you catch
students talking?
If I catch students talking, I simply
tell them off for disrupting the silence.
Of course, they don’t listen the first
time, but as I get firmer, they have to
comply. I hardly ever tell students to

stand outside or leave my class,
because when I do, many of them are
more than happy to go. I don’t punish
them in that manner.

Where do you purchase your books
from?
We get our books from various
publishers and booksellers like
Liberty Books, Paramount, Danesh
Publications and Ferozsons.
Teachers, parents and ex-students also
donate books to us.

How do you know what books to
select?
We look at requests of students and
teachers and order books accordingly.
Apart from that, we get textbooks
according to the school syllabi. We
select books that we feel might be
informative or interesting for our
students and teachers, judging from
the description given on the
publisher’s website.

What problems do you face in the
library?
Our main problem is lack of space.
There are at least ninety students in
each class and there is an average of
fifty teachers. They all come and use
the library, but because the junior and
the senior section libraries are
combined, both are rather small and
cannot accommodate so many people.
The library often becomes very
congested. We are also running out
of space for new books.

Movie review - The Social Network
Momin Usmani, 10 A

The Social Network is about the
ambition and betrayal that went on
behind the invention of Facebook.
Director David Fincher has made a
film that is engaging and interesting.
He may be telling a story about the
origins of Facebook, but the movie
explores the theme of how we are
changing the way we socialize.

Logging on to Facebook, people
never think about who created it?
Why it works, and what vision went
into inventing such a forum? This
movie answers all of these questions.

The film focuses on a Harvard student
named Mark Zuckerberg, and his
motivations for starting and
developing the internet’s most
successful social website. The film
is also about the inescapable need for

approval inside each person,
especially in Mark himself. The
protagonist suffers from an inability
to be socially accepted. The film starts
with Mark’s girlfriend leaving him
because she thinks he is arrogant and
rude. The fraternities he wants to join
reject him because of his attitude.

The Social Network is a look into the
cost of success. Facebook is a billion
dollar idea that has Mark dealing with
two simultaneous lawsuits, one of
which comes from his best friend
Eduardo Saverin. Mark is attempting
to gain acceptance through rejection.
The tagline says it well: “You don’t
get to 500 million friends without
making a few enemies.”
Unfortunately, those enemies are
people Mark was friends with.

Jesse Eisenberg plays Mark
Zuckerberg, the perfect antihero: an
easily disliked, self-absorbed
sociopath who is a computer genius.
Ironically, he feels compelled to
develop a site devoted to connecting
with people and cultivating
relationships.

The film did really well, winning
multiple awards and acclaim for its
actors and storyline.

Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness
is one of the most mysterious novels
of English literature and it is its
vagueness that makes it an enjoyable
read. The plot is narrated by an
Englishman named Marlow, who is
on an expedition to the Congo to find
and bring back his missing
countryman, an ivory trader named
Kurtz.

The novel is like a travelogue with
detailed descriptions of the landscape
interspersed with comments on the
cultural ceremonies and practices that
Marlow becomes familiar with in his

quest for Kurtz. The book deals with
three levels of ‘darkness’ that the
protagonist encounters: the darkness
of Congo’s jungles, the darkness of
the Europeans’ treatment of the
natives, and the darkness within every
human being, for being able to
commit atrocious deeds.

What makes this book worth reading
is the perspective it offers. Congo is
viewed through the mind of a
colonizing officer who compares the
savage ways of the natives with
Western civilization.  This is
highlighted through the vagueness in

his descriptions, which stem from his
inability to understand.

The enigma of the novel lies in
Conrad’s focus on the mental effects
the journey has on Marlow and his
companions, both consciously and
subconsciously. It leads the reader
into the depths of the human soul as
Marlow is led in to the depths of
Congo’s jungles.

If you’re looking for a book that is
informative, adventurous and fun to
read - you should definitely indulge
in this one.

Book review - Heart of Darkness
Daniyal Tariq, 11 C

Ssshhh... it’s time to read!
Kamil Mirza, 10 A

Mr Farukh Patel, Head, Department
of Learning Modules and our web
design teacher taught us how to design
websites. Students came up with
innovative ideas. This picture is the
home page of the website of
Rotoscopy made by Shozab Qasim
and Faizan. Other websites were on
game consoles, fashion, books and
animals.

Eating healthy
Suhaira Moinuddin, 8 B

Jameel Bhai was the gardener who
helped me plant my first vegetables
and flowers. He was the father of five
children and over 250 plants. He was
someone who looked old for his age,
and helped us like we were his own
children. Generosity and concern
would boom from his voice when he
spoke. His love for nature was one
of a kind. He was hard-working, and
rushed daily to school, with dreams
for his family. May God bless him
and send him to heaven because he
always deserved so much better.
Qasim Mujtaba, 6 C

Remembering
Jameel Bhai

Jameel Bhai was a jolly person. He
told us how planting, reseeding and
composting worked. Sometimes he
cracked jokes. I really liked him. He
was hardworking, patient and very
generous. It is sad that he passed
away. I could have learned a lot
more from him.
Syed Shah Anas Hussain, 6 B

Jameel Bhai would come to school
every morning with a smile and a
watering can.
He helped the school a lot with
planting. It was very enjoyable
gardening with him. We will miss
him now that he is gone. The last
thing he planted in C.A.S. was
tomato saplings, which are still there
in his memory.
Tanya Javaid, 6 B

Jameel Bhai was much loved. He died
in a tragic car accident. He was a very
helpful man in many ways. Every
Monday we used to have our Green
Curriculum class, so whenever I
watered my plants, I would hold the
watering can in the wrong position.
Jameel Bhai would always tell me
how to hold it. He also helped me
level the soil in pots. Jameel Bhai
struggled a lot for his family. I feel
very sorry for them, especially his
wife, children and his mother. We
will never forget Jameel Bhai! May
his soul rest in peace.
Rebecca Williams, 6 A

In January, students of Class 8 brought
in a variety of salad as part of their
Urdu lesson activity. This activity
was organized by Ms Farzana Ali in
an effort to teach students about the
importance of a healthy diet and was
based on a chapter in our Urdu book
Kaam Chor.
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Website design

German Day 4th March 2011

Obituary

Mohammad Jameel, who taught
gardening to the Green Curriculum
students, had a fatal road accident
and passed away on the 29th of
January, 2011. We will really miss
him, and pray for his soul to rest
in peace.

German Day was celebrated on
Friday 4th March at 5 pm. Students
taking the German Language
participated in a variety of renditions,
songs (all in German), dances and
instrument playing.

The Consul General, Dr Christian
Brecht and his wife Prof. Agathe
Merceron, Dr Markus Litz, Director

Goethe-Institut, Mr Shamim Manzar,
Head of the Language Department at
the Goethe-Institut and Coordinator
PASCH, and parents attended this
colourful evening and greatly
appreciated the performance.

Later the guests were served
sumptuous snacks and tea.



Akbar Khan is the Programme
Manager of the Education Reform
Initiative (ERI), Lodhran and is
involved in extensive teachers training
programme there. Reforming 84
Lodhran schools would not have been
possible without the extra ordinary
interest taken by Mr Jehangir Tareen
(Chairman, Tareen Education
Foundation), and Mr Ahsan Rana
who is coordinating the entire project.

Manahil Malik, 10 C

It is common knowledge that pre-
teens and  teenagers learn how to act
from the influences around them –
be it their parents, friends or the
media. Some sources, such as
television, movies and music, may
provide unrealistic, inaccurate, or
inappropriate information that
adolescents may either deliberately
or unwittingly imitate in their own
lives.

While it is less harmful to mimic the
way actors dress in a series or adopt

the catch-phrases they use, it becomes
more disturbing when the mimicking
seeps in to our social lives. This article
will explore the media’s impact on
the social life of the average teenager.

Lack of experience paired with an
overabundance of media exposure
influences the decision making skills
and behaviour of many teenagers. TV
programmes targeted at teenagers
highlight what teenagers of today are
‘supposed’ to do. That is to say, teens
should wear designer clothes, drive
expensive cars and spend their time

partying in expensive restaurants.
This kind of influence tends to wreak
havoc on the way the average teen
measures his or her priorities. After
viewing such shows, teenagers feel
that it is perfectly okay to cheat, lie
or betray those they are involved with.
This results in a negative effect on
the teen’s psychological and
emotional health and the health of
their relationships.

It is also important to take a look at
how a teenager’s taste in music affects
them. When teens listen to the various
songs out there, they’re exposed not
only to different styles and rhythms,
but different viewpoints and cultures.

 Some songs like, Break your Heart,
by Taio Cruz might be okay to listen
to, but for some teenagers it has a
major effect on their mental state.This
song, for example, promotes lack of
integrity in the listener and goes on
to blame others for being naive
enough to trust them in the first place.

Because the lyrics sung or rapped by
artists can resemble things going on
in the listener’s personal life, the
listener tends to identify with the
performer.

Though it is common for teenagers
to get carried away watching
television and obsessing over
celebrities, it is important to be able

to differentiate what’s real from
what’s fake. It makes no sense blindly
lapping up the social norms that the
media tends to suggest.

The time we waste lying to ourselves
and others will not come back and
neither will the choices we make, so
acknowledge the blessings in your
life and be happy with the person you
are and the people you surround
yourself with.

From Twelfth Night to Twilight

The Intel International Science and
Engineering Fair is the world's largest
pre-college science fair competition.
Each year, it is attended by more than
6 million young scientists from
around the world. Only 1,500
participants are selected as finalists
to share ideas and cutting-edge
innovations and to compete for over
US$ 4 million in awards and
scholarships. To judge the projects,
more than 1,000 science, engineering,
and industry professionals volunteer
at Intel ISEF.

Intel ISEF provides an opportunity
to students from around the globe to
meet the inspired and the ingenious,
and to channel their energies and
knowledge into constructive and
practical research. The students
compete for the best place but each
of them goes back home happy, as
students from different regions come
together and share and discuss
common problems. The students are
given the opportunity to obtain a rich
international, cultural and intellectual
experience. Aside from this, the
winner receives a cash prize of US$
75,000, a scholarship and other prizes.
The runners-up also receive cash
prizes and scholarships.

The Pakistan Science Foundation
sponsors the students participating
from Pakistan to compete at the
exhibition. The objective behind this
sponsorship is to promote basic and
fundamental research amongst
younger students, and equip them
with scientific research skills from
the earliest possible age.

Let the Einstein in you shine and take
the initiative to participate in such
competitions. The C.A.S. School
would be proud to encourage students
who are interested and we hope to
see you participate.

Little Einsteins of Pakistan

Intel ISEF
Ashhad Ahmed Qureshi, 10 A

Sure, you know this paper is called
Neemtree– it’s hard to miss the big
block letters on the front page, but
have you ever stopped to wonder
why our newsletter is named after
this specific tree or even any tree at
all? Well, prepare to be amazed,
because it seems we’ve picked a
distinguished namesake.

The neem tree is one of the most
useful resources on this planet. It is
known as the ‘village pharmacy’ in
parts of rural India, because nearly
every part of the tree has medicinal
value.

The wide range of products from this
wonder plant include soaps,
antiseptic, toothpaste, miswaks
(toothbrushes), and pesticides, all of
which are biodegradable, non-toxic

and with no harmful effect on the
human or animal environment.  In
fact, neem trees are also planted as
living mosquito repellents.

To put it succinctly, the neem tree is
a living, growing resource that has
healing properties. I guess that sets
the bar quite high for our school
newspaper!

What’s in a name?

There was a time when young people
read Charles Dickens and William
Faulkner novels for fun. However, as
technology progressed, television and
internet chipped away at young
readership, until a generation of
readers became a generation of couch
potatoes and web surfers. In this age
of speed and convenience, few people
have the attention span to read
through a long-winded novel.
What sells today are graphic books
which read like screenplays rather
than holding any literary weight. In
that sense, books like Twilight, which
are quick to read and easy to follow,
with very simple language, are a
success.
Let me clarify that this is not
specifically an attack on Twilight.
However, this vampire series makes
a good example because it is well
known, either fawned over or
ridiculed to extremes. The weak
protagonist and flimsy plot of
Twilight is laden with grammatical
errors, poor sentence structure and
awkward repetition of adjectives and
modifiers, thus making it a good
scapegoat for the falling literary

standards of young adult readers.
Aside from the lack of substance that
this novel presents, it degrades human
intelligence by leaving no room for
thought. Take, for example, this
sentence from Twilight: New Moon:
“Aro started to laugh. “‘Ha, ha, ha,’
he chuckled.” In one short sentence,
the reader is told thrice that the
character laughs. Then, a mere three
pages later, we are faced with the
same: “Ha, ha, ha, he laughed, his
head still bent forward.” I can firmly
attest that if any of us were this
redundant in our essays, it would
reflect negatively in our marks.
The reason students are encouraged
to read is in order to improve their
writing so that they may be able to
pick up on the nuances of language.
However, choosing trash literature
like Twilight does not help in this
regard. It furthers only to stupefy the
mind with what I affectionately call
the I-looked-at-him-with-my-eyes
syndrome – not beneficial in essay
writing.
Aside from being the antithesis of
literary skill, the plot has nothing

useful to offer. It neither holds an
interesting perspective, like Anne
Rice’s vampire stories, nor does it
present any values, morals or
information to help develop a mind.
The only effect this novel, targeted
at teenage girls, has is the ‘Edward
Cullen hangover’ which is a troubling
and intense obsession that the ladies
have developed for the main lead.
This novel promotes violence and
obsessions in relationships, as well
as promoting girls to seek out men,
who by real social standards would
be considered pariahs and serial
killers. Disturbing interactions are
exemplified in this book, such as
stalking, and succumbing to deep
depression and suicide in an effort to
win the attention of a beloved.
I could go on, but my point is not to
degrade Twilight. It is to highlight
the flaws in modern teenage reading
habits and to shed light on what
passes for literature in this age. This
is what adolescents prefer to the
intelligent works of forgotten and
overlooked authors. But whose fault
is it? Bookstores are exploding with
trash literature that sells and parents
are easily satisfied to find their
children reading.
This is the knowledge that is
infiltrating the minds of today, and
though we cannot stop the world from
falling in with such practices, we can
help ourselves. I would like to
propose the idea of a Reading Club
in our school. If you are interested in
participating in this activity, please
contact one of the Neemtree
representatives.

Neemtree (photo by Kazi Abeer)

Seminar on Sindhi Culture
Study trip to
Interior Sindh

On the 18th and 19th of February,
seven students from the Seminar on
Sindhi Culture, accompanied by our
instructor Ms Samia Kazi and our
Headmistress, Ms Almas Riaz went
on a trip to Hyderabad, Sehwan and
Hala to explore the rich culture and
traditions of Sindh.

Our first stop was the Centre of
Excellence in Arts and Design. We
were in time to view the final year
students’ thesis work. Our groups
favourite was by Habib Phulpoto who
had made inscriptions in pen and ink
entitled ‘Conversations’.

Then we went to the Institute of
Sindhology which diplays models
and artifacts relating to the heritage
and culture of Sindh.

We also visited Manchar Lake where
we had lunch with a community of
boat dwellers. We were stunned by
the beauty of the lake and the will of
these people to survive.

A very memorable experience was
visiting the ruins of an ancient fort
in Sehwan on Qingqi  rickshaws!
There, we came across two self-
proclaimed Sindhis who were actually
French archeologists! They had been
coming to Sindh since the 1980s, and
had a lot to share with us.

The next day we went to Hala, to see
artisans at work block printing ajraks
and making intricately painted clay
kashi tiles. Our next stop was
Bhitshah, where we enjoyed the
poetry of Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai
sung by devout faqirs.

On our way back to Karachi we
listened to Sufi dhamal music in the
van. Overall, our trip had been a great
cultural experience.

Farheen Maqbool, 11 C

Farheen Maqbool, 11 C
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Symptoms of our social life

Congratulations
Mr Junaid Raheel is an important
part of our publication department.
He is single-handedly involved in
the layout of all our publications
including the Neemtree.

Junaid got married to Rabia in
October 2010. Our heartiest
congratulations to the newly
married couple. We wish them the
very best in their married life.

Lodhran School Project
contd from p 1

Mr Sami Mustafa, our school principal, briefing
the Lodhran teachers before their training.



Thatta Kedona is a project of the first
international NGO network in a rural
area of Punjab. They make handmade
dolls, toys and other handicrafts using
indigenous materials and traditional
designs based on cultural and folklore
themes.

It was in 1993 that this project was
established by a lady named Dr Senta
Siller. Currently, her programme

employs 120 women in the Punjabi
village of Thatta Ghulamka Dhiroka.
They are all generating income from
the labour they put into making dolls.
The women have taken a traditional
approach to their work instead of full-
time employment, so that family and
field work is not compromised, and
festivals of different types, common
in villages, can be celebrated as usual.

Dr Siller’s initiative aims to empower
women at the grass root level through
vocational training courses, allowing
them to generate their own incomes
and become independent. This is the
first time a craft has been used to
develop a village. The success of
these dolls gained attention and
caused major improvements and
changes in the village infrastructure,
including roads, education, electricity
and medical facilities.

The underlying philosophy behind
this project is that the future lies in
the rural areas, and in order for
Pakistan to progress, they must be
developed to their full potential.

The Neemtree editorial board has
recently been in touch with the NGO
– we are interested in making a trip
to this village to see how it operates
and be inspired by it. We have also
requested that they come exhibit their
work and speak to the students of the
C.A.S. about this Village of Dolls
that has emerged in the backwaters
of Punjab.

Etiquette, where art thou?
Umrat Khan, 10 C

When you walk into a room, the first
thing people notice is your body
language. Posture is one of the most
tell-tale signs of this language. Do
you feel relaxed or stressed? Are you
confident or uncertain? All of this
can be seen just by the way you carry
yourself. Humped shoulders convey
stress whereas a straight back shows
that you are confident and at ease.

What most of us don’t know is that
improving our posture can help us in
our daily activities, such as in sports.
It allows our bodies to save energy
by putting less strain on our back
muscles, thus increasing the stamina
needed for games and athletics.
Similarly, those who are interested
in playing musical instruments should
know that each instrument has been
constructed to be played by someone
with a perfectly straight back. Be it
the piano, the cello, or the violin;

good posture helps the musicians
handle their instrument well. Even
singers maintain a straight posture in
order to fill their lungs to maximum
capacity, and breathe well as they
sing. Skating, horse riding and
dancing also require an innate
flexibility and grace which can only
be achieved by practicing good
posture.

Unfortunately, our generation does
not value proper posture as much as
it should. Perhaps this is because,
with the evolution of technology such
as computers and telephones, we
seldom feel the need to converse face
to face. In any case, what many of us
fail to understand is that good posture
is still a social necessity. It shows
poise and creates a positive first
impression.

Schools and other organizations base

much of their interviews on the body
language of the people being
interviewed, particularly their posture.
As a professional job-interviewer
once said; “Half the interview is about
how the person walks into the room
and seats him or herself.”

From a medical perspective, proper
posture benefits us by protecting the
spinal cord. It also decreases the strain
on joints, which could eventually lead
to arthritis. Although poor posture
doesn’t necessarily lead to illness,
there are many mental and physical
ailments, including back pain and
carpel tunnel syndrome, in which bad
posture is a symptom.

One of the most relaxing ways to
achieve posture is by doing certain
yoga excercises. These not only help
the muscles of the body relax, but
also help deal with posture problems
such as slouching. Thus, we can first
identify the problem with our posture
and then take appropriate measures,
like taking yoga classes, which we
have available to us at the C.A.S.

Is your back straight?
Shafaq Quraeshi, 10 A

Thatta Kedona: The dolls of diligence

You may think it’s ‘fashionable’ to
be late, but it only shows signs of
having a feeble character and bad
manners. It has become a norm in
our society to come an hour or so
after the time one has been invited,
and though this lack of punctuality
is something that is culturally
accepted, there are many instances
in which we still need to be punctual!

If you have to attend a birthday party
at 6, it might be “alright” to show up
at 6.45, but try the same thing with
your dentist, and you will find that
you have to live with your cavity until
the next available appointment.

Whether the person waiting for you
is a host or a professional, your
punctuality demonstrates a lot about
your character. At home, for example,
it is better to be on time to the dinner
table so you can eat with your family,
instead of arriving at your own leisure
to find that the food is cold and
everyone has eaten.

And what of punctuality at school?
If you saunter in to class late and
submit your assignments past the due
dates, you leave a terrible impression
of yourself. Your lateness shows lack
of respect for your teacher, it shows
that you have difficulty managing
your time, and thus probably do not
have your priorities straight.

Moreover, something as simple as
being punctual and submitting your
homework on time, can ascertain that
you are organised and responsible
and can possibly land you with a
nomination for the Student
Government at the C.A.S. Why, you
may ask? The ability to keep your
own time and respect anothers, shows
that you are a person who knows
what you want and are willing to
manage your tasks in such a way, that
you incorporate everything that is
important to you.

We should reject the prevalent norm
of showing up late at weddings and
other occasions. It is important for
us to know that it is a virtue to be
punctual all over the world.

Practice punctuality; time is an
important commodity and your time
is valuable, as is the time of others.
Learn to respect it.              Editor

Annual Sports Day

Ashhad Ahmed Qureshi, 10 A

contd from p 1

The programme of events for the day
included sprints, relays, various
obstacle races and the tug-of-war.

Best athletes

Suniya Jawaid (senior section)
Red House 31 points
Stacie D’souza (junior section)
Red House 13 points
Sameed Saad (junior section)
Red House 13 points

Athlete of the year

Yawer Saad (senior section)
Blue House

Senior Section House points

Blue House 244 points

Red House  183 points

Green House  177 points

Junior Section House points

Red House 172 points

Yellow House 106 points

Blue House 94 points
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We have revolutionized technology
and are constantly undergoing social
and structural changes. It seems that
as a by-product of trying to keep pace
with changing customs, teenagers are
quite ignorant of social mannerisms.

Common decency is not so common
anymore. Where students would once
greet their teachers with a ‘Good
Morning’ now ‘What’s up, Sir’, is
the norm. When was the last time
you greeted your neighbour? Do you
even know who your neighbour is?

Offering your seat to an elderly person
or a lady is always a good practice.
But now it is common to see an old
woman standing in a waiting room
while an oblivious teenager sprawls
across two chairs, or a door slamming
in a persons face even though the
person ahead knew they were there.

Restaurants are filled with loud
people. What’s more, they back up
their vocals with clanking cutlery! It
is also terrible manners to snap your
fingers to attract the waiter’s attention.

Teenagers also think its ok to dress
unsuitably. Scruffiness and skin are
not positive fashion statements.

Vandalism and displaying one’s lack
of respect for other people’s property,

also comes in many forms. Scribbling
puerile things on our classroom desks
and walls shows immaturity. Spitting
or throwing garbage on the road
shows disregard for public places.

Most people are quite materialistic,
and it has become common to judge
and reject others based on their social
standing. As a result, they are treated
as inferiors and often we forget our
manners when it comes to dealing
with them. Greeting elders regardless
of their background should be a
common practice, but it isn’t.

So where did we go wrong? Was it
when we decided customs were
synonymous with conformity?

Then came the mind numbing
television. Teenagers became prey to
some of the most negative influences.
Film and TV producers sell what they
think the audience will watch and
audiences today value ‘edginess’.

Human beings that valued virtue,
courtesy and wit have long
succumbed to cheap thrills. One can
only hope that the youth of today sees
the benefits of refined sensibility. I
think every teenager needs to
reevaluate his or her sense of purpose
and decorum.

Being punctual

Congratulations
Golden Pen Award Winners
Our congratulations to the Golden
Pen Award winners.

This year the format of the Golden
Pen Award competition was
changed drastically. First of all, the
competition was limited to students
of classes 9 to 11. Previously the
essay competition used to be for
students of classes 7 to 11. Second,
the format of the competition also
changed; Instead of giving students
topic to write on, students were
exposed to some paintings and
music pieces with the objective that
they would be inspired to write on

any manner these painting or the
music effected them. Third, instead
of being the size and format of the
previous years, the new size and
format has also changed.

A big thank you to Ms Nazli Ashir,
Head of the English Department
and coordinator of the Golden Pen
Award.

A simple but impressive ceremony
was held on Tuesday, 8th March
in which Mr Sami Mustafa and
Ms Nazli Ashir congratulated the
winners and gave away the awards.



The C.A.S. School has invited
Mr Juergan Maehlmann, an expert
from Germany, to help us develop
our Design and Technology (D&T)
programme. Mr Maehlmann, who
arrived on 6th March, will be here
with us till 26th of March, in which
he will prepare a curriculum for
Class 6 D&T and show how this
programme works with young
students. He will work with
woodwork, ceramics and metal. He

comes here courtesy the German
Government as part of its SES (Senior
Experten Service programme).

“Are you ready? Attention! Row!”
These words continue to echo in my
mind, even weeks after the end of the
third annual Karachi Boat Club Inter-
School Regatta. Rowing is an
indescribable sport. Be it the vigorous
training for hours in the scorching
daylight or the chilly morning breeze,
at the end of the day, nothing beats

the thrill of making your
boat take speed!

Though many people
thought that training every
morning during the winter
break was insanity, us
rowers cherished each and
every moment of it.
Whoever has heard our
captain, Manal Kamran’s
voice, knows that slacking
is unacceptable when it
comes to rowing.

As the regatta approached, I had
butterflies in my stomach. Those who
would have their races would feel an
adrenaline rush through their nerves
while the rest of the crew would be
cheering their lungs out from the Boat
Club. We shared a strong kinship and
team spirit with our crew. Our endless

training had built strong alliances
between us and we formed close
bonds with each other. It didn't matter
if we won or lost. If we lost the rest
of the crew would console us, if we
would win, a heroes welcome awaited
us, when we docked our boats.

The regatta demanded fifteen hours
daily, for four days. The hours
between 7.00 am to 9.00 pm, passed
in a flash.

If I had a time machine I would gladly
rewind back to the 6th of January
2011, to relive the exhilaration of
racing.

It saddens me to realize that it was
the last time I raced for the C.A.S.

However, I am glad that I had opted
for this sport or I would have never
had such an incredible time. I will
genuinely miss the entire crew once
I graduate.

The KBC inter-school regatta
Ali Mujtaba Lakdawala, 11 A

Class 11’s trip to Lahore
This winter, the graduating class of
2011 finally got to fulfill the eagerly
anticipated tradition that they had
unfortunately missed out on the
previous year, and make a study trip
to the city of Lahore.

On 21st December 2010,  students
boarded a plane for their flight to
Lahore. In the short span of 4 days,
there was so much to see and so little
time, especially since the flight was
delayed, that students missed a
planned trip to Shalimar Gardens.
However, that was made up for by
the splendid and patriotic display at
Wagah Border. After that, over the
next two days, students and faculty
coordinators visited a sacred Sikh
temple at Nankana Sahib, a
farmhouse, Lahore Fort, Badshahi
Mosque, the Sheesh Mahal, Lahore
Museum, Lahore Gallery, not to
mention a brief stop to explore the

shopping prospects at Liberty Market!
The tour ended with a bang almost
literally as students enjoyed Joyland,
particularly the hair-raising
rollercoaster, ‘Freefall’. The
remaining hours were spent riding to
and from destinations in buses with
loud music and card games galore,
with friends in the luxurious four-to-
a-room accommodations at a well
known hotel and generally trying to
contain their overflowing exuberance
long enough to get organised. Food,
of course, was an essential part of the
Lahore experience, with delicious
meals hungrily devoured: Nihari,
Pizza Hut, BBQ at the farm, burgers
at Hardee’s and Chinese. All in all,
within about 77 hours, 70 students
with 5 teachers in 2 buses visited
seven historical sites, five restaurants
and an amusement park with great
enthusiasm. Quite a feast, comprising
the very fabric of fond memories.

Growing up     Sanaiya Mohsin, 9 C

Looking at the students of Class 9, I
feel we’ve changed a lot in the past
year. While some of us have learned
to be responsible and more patient,
there are some who have learned
nothing. This year has marked a major
turning point in our lives because it’s
the year we are being forced to
improve ourselves. Many students
feel the pressure of trying to mature.
Some students act like children,
playing pranks and tricks, in their last
attempts to remember the carefree
days. Class 9 is tough, but I think
we’ll all get through it if we learn to
keep our heads above the water!

Academics         Isbah Mehar, 9 A

Class 9 has been a roller coaster ride
that I will never forget. It has given
me a whole new perspective about
myself and the importance of my
education. It has shown me how to
handle academic pressure and
re-evaluate my priorities. Class 9 is
an important grade because it is the
year we begin our O levels courses.
The introduction of a new subject -
Pakistan Studies - has also really
made us pull up our socks. Although
it is tough, it has broadened our scope
of knowledge about our country. The
teaching format and syllabus has
changed for us and was tough at first,
but we’ve gotten used to it now.
Class 9 is teaching us how to be
organized, how to manage our time
and keep a balance between our

studies and free time.

Personality       Fatima Baloch, 9 A

Class 9 is definitely a challenging
year in senior school and it has
changed our perspective in life. It is
a transitional phase, preparing us to
successfully move to O levels. The
requirements and expectations have
gone up and the sudden work pressure
has made everyone hit the books.
Students had been living in an ivory
tower until now. This year we have
become more aware of important
issues that people other than ourselves
face in day to day life.

There is a marked change in the
attitudes of students. Some have
become more sober while others have
emerged from their cocoons and have
started goofing around in class for
‘fun’.

Peer pressure has taken over everyone
in some way or the other. We are all
going through a stage where we are
very sensitive to whatever is
happening around us.

It seems like a rat race where people
judge each other based on things like
‘who has the best cell phone’ or ‘who
is more popular.’ We are so blinded
by the artificial world that we forget
to consider the little, simple things
which make up our life.

If there is anything I hope Class 9
learns from this year, it is how to treat
each other with respect and kindness.

Challenges of Class 9 Hyderabad trip
Stephanie Felix, 6 B

I couldn't sleep the night before. I
was extremely excited about my trip
the next morning. On the10th of
February, we all arrived at school at
6.30 am. We lined up according to
our classes, got into the bus and were
on our way to Hyderabad! We began
singing and taking pictures. To see
the sunrise was amazing! Soon, we
were getting closer to our destination
and on the way we saw cliffs, hills
and the Indus River.

Our first stop was the bangle factory.
The workers were divided into
groups of two according to the colour
of the bangles they made. They used
the process of recycling pieces of
glass and broken bangles in order to
make new ones.

Our next destination was KFC, where
we enjoyed our lunch. When we
arrived the whole restaurant was
empty and we could sit wherever we
wanted to. I quickly grabbed a table
for my friends and myself. After
having our meal we were off to Hala,
where we bought pottery and Sindhi
caps. We also got the chance to make
pottery on a potter's wheel. It
certainly takes a skill to shape clay
into beautiful pots and vases! We
also got ajraks and ceramic plates
with our names written on them in
Sindhi. The girls also bought pouches
and bags.

Then, we got back to our bus and
couldn't wait to get to Bhitshah. Over
there we saw traditional, local fabric
being printed. We did not want to go
back after such a great trip. However,
we were getting rather tired so we
got back in our bus where the noise
level had decreased. The bus reached
school and we all knew that the great
trip had come to its end. While
waiting for our parents, we took some
more pictures. Our teachers were
happy that we had had a great time
and so had they.

What an amazing, memorable trip!

Teachers play a very important part
in our upbringing. Our school is
where we are shaped, and it is our
teachers who shape us, or at least play
a considerable part in moulding us
into what we are to become many
years later.

A good student-teacher relationship
has a positive effect on the student’s
academics. When students feel
comfortable with their teachers, they
feel less conscious in asking them to
explain a topic again. A student of
class 10 says, “I was having difficulty
with my optional subject classes early
on as I just could not catch up. I felt
uneasy asking my previous teacher
because he gave me the feeling that
my mistakes were the absence of
common sense. However, my new
teacher is very interactive. He gives
us ample opportunities to question
his explanations. This makes
understanding the subject a lot easier.”

Sometimes, a smaller age difference
also helps the relationship between a
student and a teacher. Students can
relate to the teachers and the latter
can act as mentors, guiding their
pupils. The drawback of having a
young teacher is that the students may
not respect him/her as much.

Anybody in school can tell you that
the classes with younger teachers are
often the ones where students feel
free to complain about workload or

ask for a free period. This may result
in a very distracted classroom. In our
school, many a time, students are also
able to plead away punishment using
the all-too famous, “Sir/Miss, last
chance,” as teachers here do
empathize with students instead of
being overly authoritative all the time.

Although students are not as open
with older teachers they are more
respectful towards them. There are
no distractions in class and although
the teacher’s methods of instruction
may be slow, the students will admit
that they are effective in the long run.
In our school, the name of a seasoned
teacher carries a certain weight,
perhaps because students have heared
about them from siblings or friends.
It is likely that students will be less
inclined to joke around or answer
back to these particular teachers,
because in their mind the
consequences are well-established.

A good student-teacher relationship
goes a long way in depicting the
ethical values of a society; it
represents the respect the youth has
for their elders and vice versa. The
reason our school is different is
because it actually implements this.
In many schools students are unable
to speak their mind to, and generally
chat with, their teachers – something
students of The C.A.S. School take
for granted with our open-minded
and progressive faculty.

The student / teacher relationship
at the C.A.S.Class 9 is a difficult year for students. It is not so much the academics, but the adolescent stage that

causes a lot of problems. This is a year of making new friends, rebelling against rules and having
to conform to the beginning of adulthood. Class 9 is stressful, but you are not alone – you’re going
to get through this!

Zahra Riaz, 11 C

Hamza Hussain, 10 A and Maleeha Teizoon, 10 C
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Reminder
All students are reminded that cell
phones, musical gadgets, expensive
pens and watches, etc are not
allowed in the school. If you are
silly enough to do so, your cell
phone or your musical gadget or
your expensive pen / watch will be
confiscated. We hope our students

will respect the school rule in their
own interest. If you need to discuss
this policy, you may contact the
editorial board, or a member of the
student government to arrange a
meeting with Mr Sami Mustafa who
will be happy to explain these school
policies.

Mr Maehlmann
Visiting faculty



Junior’s Corner

Telling us to keep quiet in Ms Saadat
Shirwani’s absence in his gentle
voice, Mr Aslam Tufail , the library
assistant, was delighted to share more
about his life and work with
Neemtree. He mentioned that his
work is not only confined to the
library but he also has certain
administrative tasks. He enjoys a
cordial relationship with the students
and the faculty and this interaction
with people from different ages,
makes his job enjoyable, he said. He
claims he has learnt a lot from his
senior librarians, namely Ms Saadat
Shirwani and Ms Nasima
Farooqullah. Mr Tufail has been
working in our school for four years
and is a great asset to the school and
is popular amongst the students and
staff for his generous and gentle
nature.

The students of Class 4 went to Sea
View beach on Wednesday, the 9th
of February. Students were learning
about conserving the environment in
their Social Studies class and about
sound in their Science class.

So the first thing on the agenda was
to put on gloves and collect the litter
on the beach in garbage bags. After
this, they walked around enjoying the
beach and feeling the sand under their

feet. Next, they closed their eyes and
concentrated on all the sounds around
them: the crashing waves, the wind,
horses trotting and people talking.

The trip ended with the students
sketching scenes of their
surroundings.

Overall, it was an informative and
fun day!

Trip to Sea View

Wind touching my cheeks
Teeth chattering, bones clattering
Goosebumps on my skin
Ali Abbas, 5 A

Soaking wet, outside
My lovely dress clings to me
My God! Welcome,  rain
Unsa Kazi, 5 C

In summers it rains
The wind blows, takes leaves away
Then sun shines again
Mustafa A. Rehman, 5 B

We go to beaches
To play with sand and water
And make sand castles
Taimur Tareen, 5 B

Haikus about
nature

I am...
Sufiyan Faisal, 4 A

I am courageous and ambitious,
I wonder what is beyond our Earth.
I see the twinkle of the stars,
I see the planets revolve.
I want to visit the moon,
I am courageous and ambitious.

I pretend to be a superhero from Mars,
Feel that I’m captain of the ship.
I touch the moon’s heart,
I worry because all this might come
to an end.
I cry when the sun sets, but,
I am courageous and ambitious.

I understand all this has to vanish one
day,
I say the world is a beautiful place.
I dream about the heavens so high,
I try to achieve all my goals.
I hope the world becomes a peaceful
place,
I am courageous and ambitious.

I am a
raindrop
Iman Ali, 6 C

I am a raindrop, I came from the sea,
I became a cloud and now I’m
struggling for freedom out of the
cloud. When it’s time for me to drop
down, I fall. I am falling in to the
unknown world now and I see many
roses. I drop on to one of their petals,
slide down and fall in to the soil,
waiting to return in the water cycle.

Amar Bukhari, 6 A

C.A.S. is like a home away from
home. It has the kindest teachers who
make studying fun! We have modules,
games, art, and computer class.
School has also taught me many
things, like patience, how to make
friends and how to be a good person.
I learned Taekwondo and violin in
school as well. I look forward to
attending school every day!

If you were
reincarnated
Noor Fatima, 6 A

If I were reincarnated I would be the
majestic Mount Mukai in Hawaii.
Everyone would gaze at my breath-
taking beauty. I would be the centre
of attention for everyone. At sunset
my snow covered summit would
mesmerize everyone watching.

Greek day

Suha Khan, 5 C

The day I was treated unfairly was
when I had accidentally spilled
tomato soup on my red dress. My
mom got really angry! But when my
baby brother spilled tomato soup on
his white shirt, everyone started
laughing.

The day I was
treated unfairly

It was a beautiful, sunny day by the
lake. I was enjoying the scenery with
my cousins. The grown-ups were
laying the snacks down on the picnic
mats. When we had all settled down
we chose to eat the cake first. I was
about to take a bite when suddenly,
an ant popped out as if saying, “Hello,
excuse me, I had it first!” When I
shrieked, one by one everybody
started to do the same. The
unwelcome guests had invaded our
picnic mat along with everything on
it. There was chaos all around. My
mother and aunt were shrieking at

the top of their lungs and jumping up
and down, some of my cousins were
rolling on the ground I turned around
to see my baby brother giggling and
still chewing on the piece of cake. It
must have looked like a circus to him.
Just then I saw a figure popping its
head out of the water. It was actually
my uncle, with a frog on his head.

Suddenly, I saw my brother running
towards me with a pail of water and
threw it on the picnic mat to end the
frenzy.

Ants!
Nasr Yousuf, 6 C

What has
school taught
you?

Are boys better
than girls?
Abdullah Minhaj, 6 C

No. I do not believe in this gender
bias. I think it is old school thinking.
People used to say, “Men should not
be allowed in the kitchen,” but some
of the world’s best chefs today are
men. I believe whatever men can do
women can too! If men can drive, so
can women. If men can perform stunts
in action movies, so can women! Men
can be aestheticians, models,
designers, bangle makers, chefs –
women can be football players, pilots,
hunters and construction workers. It’s
about having an open mind.

In the jungle, the lioness is the one
who hunts and the peacock is more
beauty conscious than the peahen.
Who are we to decide that men are
better than women? Gender bias is
for people with closed minds, who
have no experience of the world.

Dressed in robes with belts, brooches
and other accessories, the students of
Class 5 were ready for the Greek Day.
The event, which was held on the 25th

of February, displayed the students
work. This included booklets on
Macedonia, Athens and Sparta, masks
and murals that they had made in
their art class and models of Greek
homes that they had made in their
Design and Technology class.

Leading up to the Greek Day, students
enjoyed a traditional Greek lunch
arranged by Ms Naima Ali,
Ms Kashfa Samad, Ms Safia Ahmed
and Ms Iffat Hussain, our teachers.

The costumes, giveaways and

preparation for the Greek Day
presentation, The Golden Touch, was
due to the diligence of Class 5
teachers. It was directed by Ms Sonia
Abbas, the lighting and props were
handled by Ms Iffat Hussain, and
Ms Sarosh Shehzad lent her time to
assist. All the work and backstage
was coordinated by Ms Mahrukh
Sayem, with the help of Ms Faiza
Amir and Ms Naz Ayaz.

The intricate head gear and the
displays were the work of art teachers,
Ms Kamila Bhura and Ms Huma Jafri.

The students impressed everyone in
the final presentation with their
flawless performance.
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Admission for
Playgroup
Registration for admission in the
Playgroup at the C.A.S. started
in February. Registration for
siblings and teachers’ childrens
was held on Monday and
Tuesday, 21st and 22nd February.
Registration for all other parents
was held from Wednesday
through Friday, 23rd to 25th
February. Ms Nasreen Bakar,
(Headmistress, KG Section) and
Ms Kashfa Samad (Headmistress,
Junior Section) are interviewing
parents for finalizing admissions
to the Playgroup. Final
admissions will be announced
before the 15th of March. We
wish the children who get
admitted to the C.A.S. a happy
and enjoyable school experience.
For those who don’t - as there are
many more applicants than seats
available - we wish them the very
best in whichever school they get
admitted to.

Evening of Rhythm and Rhyme
Evening of Rhythm and Rhyme will
be held at the Main Campus on
Sunday 13th March at 7 pm. Like
the previous years, this year’s
performance promises to be an
exciting evening of renditions,
instrument playing, a Haiku

mushaira,  ghazals and qawali.

This year’s Evening of Rhythm and
Rhyme is dedicated to the legendary
poet of the sub-continent, Faiz
Ahmed Faiz.

Graduation Day 2011
A simple ceremony for the
Graduation Day will be held on
16th April 2011 at the Main
Campus at 7 pm.

Our heartiest congratulations to
the 82 graduating students of the
Class of 2011. We wish them the
very best.

Kindergarten Section

We are pleased to inform that students
of Kindergarten Section have raised
Rs 171,250 for the Helping Hands
through the Activity Day held on 23rd
February.

We are the champions
For the very first time in the school’s
history, the students of classes 5 and
6 participated in the Inter-School
Atheletics Championship, 2011.
Twelve schools took part and to their
credit, the students of the C.A.S.
clinched the first positions in all three
categories. They were also declared
the overall winners.

Mohammad Shyan of Class 6 B was
declared the best male athelete and
Syeda Iman Ali of Class 6 C was
declared the best female athlete.
Among the senior category, once
again our students bagged the top
positions. Yawar Saad of 9 B and
Dania Ali of 10 B were declared Best
Athelets in the under 17 category.

Activity Day
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